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	Early Years 
	Year 1
	Year 2 
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6 

	Focus

	Foundations for Listening, Taking Turns, and Simple Expression

	Structured Turn-Taking and Building Simple Sentences
	Clarifying Understanding and Responding to Others
	Developing Reasoning and Extending Contributions
	Clarifying, Challenging, and Extending Ideas
	Critical Thinking and Justifying Opinions
	Fluent, Mature Dialogue and Independent Regulation

	Listening

	· Looks at speaker for short periods
· Begins to notice when others speak
· Responds to simple questions or instructions
	· Listens to a partner for a short exchange
· Shows understanding by nodding, pointing, or repeating the last word
	· Listens carefully and can recall a partner’s idea
· Shows attentive listening with eye contact and body language
	· Summarises a partner’s point in simple terms
· Listens for key details

	· Identifies when something is unclear and asks for explanation
· Can retell a partner’s idea accurately

	· Listens for subtle details, viewpoints, or logical inconsistencies
· Reflects back what a partner has said before responding

	· Critically evaluates a partner’s ideas
· Identifies bias, assumptions, or strengths in reasoning


	Speaking 

	· Uses short phrases to communicate needs and ideas
· Imitates new vocabulary
· Begins to talk about their own experiences
	· Uses full sentences with prompts (e.g., “I think… because…”)
· Begins to use subject knowledge vocabulary with support
	· Gives short explanations (“I agree because…”, “I noticed…”)
· Begins to adapt what they say for the listener

	· Offers reasons, not just opinions (“My evidence is…”)
· Uses increasingly precise vocabulary

	· Uses varied sentence structures to explain reasoning
· Begins to challenge ideas respectfully (“I see your point, but…”)
	· Uses evidence to justify opinions
· Varies tone and structure depending on purpose (explain, argue, describe)

	· Communicates with confidence, precision, and academic language
· Presents arguments clearly; anticipates counterpoints

	Turn-Taking

	· Takes turns with adult support
· Waits for simple cues (e.g., “My turn/Your turn”)
	· Takes turns independently in short, paired talk
· Begins to ask simple questions

	· Can take turns in a sustained exchange
· Begins to build on a partner’s response

	· Participates in multi-turn dialogue
· Invites a partner to contribute (“What do you think?”)

	· Balances contributions so both partners speak
· Uses conversational cues (“Can you tell me more?”)

	· Maintains balanced, extended dialogue
· Encourages equitable turn-taking

	· Manages and negotiates turns independently and sensitively
· Facilitates a productive dialogue


	Collaboration

	· Shares simple ideas with a partner with adult modelling
· Uses visual prompts (e.g., talk tokens, puppets)
	· Works with a partner to share one idea or answer
· Uses talk frames or stem cards

	· Works with a partner to solve a simple problem or generate ideas
· Uses agreed discussion rules

	· Collaborates to plan or decide (e.g., choosing a strategy)
· Uses talk roles (speaker, listener, summariser) with support

	· Works with a partner to evaluate options
· Takes responsibility for keeping discussion on task

	· Co-constructs ideas or solutions with a partner
· Uses advanced structures (“Building on what you said…”)

	· Leads sustained dialogic problem-solving
· Applies oracy skills independently across curriculum contexts
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