Summary of The Writing Framework (July 2025)

Purpose and Scope
· Writing is essential for success in education, life, and work.
· The framework supports schools in meeting expectations from the EYFS, national curriculum, and Ofsted’s inspection framework.
· It offers non-statutory guidance for primary schools, ITT providers, early years settings, and secondary teachers.

Key Sections and Insights
1. Importance of Writing
· Writing enhances reading, thinking, and learning.
· It requires explicit teaching beyond spoken language.
· Composition and transcription (handwriting + spelling) are foundational.
· Motivation and self-belief are critical for writing success.
2. Reception Year
· Focus on oral composition, phonics, and handwriting.
· Children should not be expected to produce extended writing.
· Dictation and motor skill development are emphasized.
· Judgements against the early learning goal for Writing focus on legibility, phonics-based spelling, and simple sentence construction.
3. Transcription: Handwriting and Spelling
· Handwriting must be taught explicitly and regularly.
· Spelling instruction should follow phonics progression, and later include orthography, morphology, and etymology.
· Dictation is a key strategy for reinforcing transcription skills.
4. Composition
· Teaching writing begins with mastering sentence structure.
· Oral composition reduces cognitive load and supports fluency.
· The writing process includes planning, drafting, revising, editing, and sharing.
· Vocabulary instruction and grammar must be contextual and purposeful.
· Feedback should be timely, specific, and actionable.


5. Supporting Pupils Who Struggle
· Early identification and in-class support are vital.
· Teachers should understand the specific barriers (e.g., motor skills, spelling, language).
· Collaboration with SENCOs and specialists is encouraged.
· Strategies include scaffolding, oral rehearsal, and assistive technology.
6. Writing Across the Curriculum
· Writing should be integrated into all subjects without detracting from core learning.
· Transition to secondary school requires support for pupils with low literacy.
· Disciplinary literacy is key in secondary education.
7. Leadership and Management
· Headteachers must foster a positive writing culture.
· Literacy leads should be trained and supported (e.g., via NPQLL).
· Curriculum should be well-sequenced, starting with transcription and building toward composition.
· Assessment should be formative and summative, but not burdensome.
8. National Assessments
· Overview of EYFSP, Phonics Screening Check, KS1 (optional), and KS2 assessments.
· Emphasis on teacher assessment and moderation.
· Automated Writing Evaluation (AWE) tools can support feedback but should not replace teacher judgment.

Appendices and Practical Tools
· Handwriting guidance: posture, grip, letter families, joins.
· Morpheme matrices: for teaching morphology and spelling.
· Model texts: teacher-written, mentor texts, WAGOLLs.
· Sentence structure activities: combining, correcting, expanding.
· Writing process progression: examples across year groups.
· Strategies for reader awareness: feedback, peer review.
· Planning models: story mountain, burger/temple models.
· Cohesion tools: adverbials, conjunctions, lexical cohesion.
· Glossary: definitions of key writing terms.



Final Notes
· The framework is evidence-based, drawing on research, expert input, and classroom practice.
· It aims to raise standards, close gaps, and empower teachers to deliver high-quality writing instruction.
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