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History Unit of Work Overview – Year 3 Ruthless Romans 

Unit of Work Ruthless Romans  
 

Text Driver  

   
 

 
https://www.booksfortopics.com/romans   
https://youtu.be/eC7ONgTJGKw  
 

NC Objectives  KS2 - the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain 

Unit of Work Summary  Children will learn the impact that the Romans had on Britain, including the building of Hadrian’s 

Wall, Roman baths and Roman roads. Other key figures they will learn about include Boudicca and 

Aulus Plautius. 
 

Prior Learning  Children will have learnt about the use of castle for attack/defence in KS1. 

 

https://www.booksfortopics.com/romans
https://youtu.be/eC7ONgTJGKw


Sticky Knowledge  • To consider some of the reasons for which people leave their homes to live in another 

place. 

• To define the terms ‘invade’ and ‘settle’, and start to think about how and when the 

Romans came to Britain.  

• To place the Roman occupation on a timeline. 

• To know that in 55 BC, Roman Emperor Julius Caesar attempted to invade Britain in order 

to increase his Empire.  

• To know that the Celts were expecting this invasion and soon, the Roman’s retracted back 

to Gallia.  

• To know that Caesar tried again in 54 BC, this time successfully taking over parts of the 

south east of Britain.  

• In 43 AD, the new Emperor, Claudius, was determined to invade more of Britain, resulting 

in 40 years of fighting between the Celts and the Romans.  

• In 60 AD, Queen Boudicca tried in vain to defeat the Romans but they were too powerful 

in their force.  

• Later, Emperor Hadrian, determined to protect his territory in the north of Britain, 

ordered a 117km wall to be built with castles, forts, barracks and eventually, whole 

communities to protect it.  

• To know that Along with their fighting spirit, the Romans also brought with them their 

impressive construction skills, building beautiful Roman baths, developing hypocaust 

heating systems and building miles upon miles of straight Roman roads. 

• To know that the Romans began invading Britain in 55 AD.  

• To know that Julius Caesar ordered the invasion of Britain.  

• To know that the Romans were not successful when they first invaded Britain but were 

successful when they returned in 54 AD.  

• To know that Boudicca was the Queen of the Iceni tribe.  

• To know that the Iceni tribe fought and destroyed parts of Colchester, London and St 

Albans.  



• To know that the Roman Emperor, Hadrian, ordered a wall to be built to separate and 

protect the Romans from the Caledonia tribes.  

• To know that Hadrian’s Wall is 117.5km long, 6m high and 3m wide.  

• To know that there are many castles, forts and barracks along the length of the wall to 

help patrol and guard it.  

• To know that Romans built many elaborate baths in Britain where they would go to relax, 

exercise and socialise.  

• To know that Romans built new and improved roads in Britain to help transport troops and 

supplies easier. 

• To know that in early Roman times, the Roman people believed in many different gods and 

goddesses whom they believed controlled different aspects of their lives such as times, 

love and the seas.  

New Vocabulary   
 

invade/settle 

Invaders/settlers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Post Leaning KS2 Y4- Invaders and Settlers – Anglo-Saxons and Vikings 
 

 

 


